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FOR THK CNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. wl] things into his hand. He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not the 
PROCEEDINGS Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on 

iis P » Br. Benjamin Whittemore, the concluding Prayer. 

Gencral Convention of Universalists,| 10th. Appointed Bre. John E. Palmer, Isaac Whit- 
oF THR nall and Asa Priest, a Committee to visit the Western 


NEW-ENGLAND STATES AND OTHERS, 
IN ANNUAL SESSION, 
AT WARNER, N. H. 
SrrTeEMBER 18th and 19th, 1822. 


The Ministers and Delegates composing the Conven- 
tion met at the hall of Br. George on the even- 
ing of the 17th, and opened the council with solemn 
and devout prayer, by Br. Samuel] C. Loveland. And 

jst. Chose Br. Hosea Ballou, Moderator. 

gd. Chose Br. S. C. Loveland and Br. Hosea Ballou, 
9d. Clerks. 

3d. Preeeeded to read and examine the letters from 
yarions societies, and the credentials of the delegates, 
which furnished just occasion for rational joy of heart, 
and gratitude to our common Father in beaven, for the 
prosperity which he has kindly sent to our Sion the 





year past. 

4th. Pursuant to requests from Societies in Cam- 
bridgeport, (Mass.) New-London and Wilmot, N. H. 
and Strafford, (Vt.) to be received into the fellowship 
of the General Convention, Voted that said requests be 
granted. 

5th. Chose Brs. Sebastian Streetcr, Hosea Ballou and 
Russel] Streeter, a committee to attend to requests. 
either for letters of fellowship, or for ordinafion, and to 
report thereon. 

6th. Adjourned until the morning of the 18th at & 
o'clock, A. M. Prayer by Br. Elias Smith. 

Tih: Met on the morning of Wednesday ; Prayer by 
Br. Hosea Ballou. 

Sth. Called on the Committees which were appoint- 
ed last year to visit the several associations in connex- 
ion with the General Convention, who gave favorable 
representations concerning the good work of the Re- 
deemer’s grace in the north, the south, the east and the 
west. 

9th. Adjourned to attend public services. 
der of the morning service was as followe— 

Br. Kittridge Haven, the introductory Prayer. 

Br. H. Ballon, 2d. the Sermon from Rom. 1. 25, 
‘Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and wor- 
shipped and served the creature more than the Creator, 
who is blessed forever. Amen.” 

Br. Asa Priest, the concluding Prayer. 


The or- 


Aflernoon Service > 
Br. Sebastian Streeter, the introductory Prayer. 
Br. Elias Smith, the Sermon from Daniel vii. 13, 14, 
“ And I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like 


the son ef man came with the clouds of heaven, anc | 


came to the ancient of days, and they bronght him 
vear before him. And there was given him dominion, 
aud glory, and a kingdom, tbat all people, nations, and 
languages, should serve him: his dominion is an ever- 
lasting dowinion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” 

Concluding Prayer, Br. John Eb. i‘.imer. 

Evening Service on Wedaesday. 
Br. Russell Streeter, the introductory Prayer. 
3r. Sylvanus Cobb, the Sermon, from St. Jobn iii. 


Association to be holden in the town and county of 
Otsego, N. Y. on the first Wedneeday and Thursday of 
June, 1823. 

llth. Appointed Brs. Robert Bartlett, S. C. Love- 
land, K. Haven and Elias Smith, a Committee to visit 
the Northern Association ; to be holden in Barre, Vt. 
the first Wednesday and Thursday in October next. 

12th. Appointed Brs. H. Ballou, R. Streeter and 
Joshua Flagg, a Committee to visit the Eastern Asso- 
ciation, to be holden in Waterville, Me. on the first 
Wednesday and Thursday in June, 1823. 





13th. Appointed Brs. H. Ballou, 2d. Elias Smith, 
-and Thomas Whittemore, a Committee to visit the 
Sonthern Association, to be holden at Western, Mass. 
on the 24 Wednesday in December next. 

14th. Adjourned until Thursday, 8 oclock, A. M. 
Prayer by Br. George W. Brooks. 

15th. Thursday morning met according to adjourn- 
ment, 

Prayer by Br. Leoiuel Willis. 

16th. The Committee appointed to consider reqnests 
for letters of fellowship or ordination, reported that it is 
expedient to graut letters of fellowship to Brs. Thomas 
fF. King, city of New-York, Linus 5. Everett and Jos- 
eph Bradley, Hudson, N. Y. Lemuel Willis and Dol- 
phos Skinner, Reading, Vt. ; Hiram B. Clark, Brook- 
field, Mass.; Asa Wheaton and Massena B. Ballou, 
Boston, Mass.; Hebbard H. Winchester, Malifax, Vt. 
and George W. Brooks. 

17th. Voted to accept the above report. 

18th. Adjourned to attend publie services. 


Order of the Morning Service. 


Br. S. C. Loveland, the introductory Prayer. 

Br. S. Streeter, the Sermon, from 1 John iii. 3, “And 
every man that bath this hope in him purifieth himseif, 
even as he is pure.”” 

Br. D. Skinner, the concluding prayer. 


Order of the Afternoon Service. 


Br. Joshua Flagg, the introductory Prayer. 

Br. H. Ballou, the Sermon, from Psalms xlvi. 4, 
** There is ariver, the streams whereof shall make glad 
the city of God.” 

Br. R. Bartlett, the concluding Prayer. 





Order of the Erening Service. 


Br. R. Streeter, the introductery Prayer. 
Br. 1. Whitnall, the Sermon, from Acts xx. 32, **And 
now, brethren, | commend you to God, and to the 





, word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to 


igive you an inheritance among all them which are 


sanctified.” 

Br. OH. H. Winchester, the concluding Prayer. 

19th. Appointed Br. H, Ballou to arrange the Min- 
utes of this session and accompany the same with a 
Circular Letter, and to publish the whole in the Uni- 
versalist Magazine as soon a® convenient. 

20th. Voted to request the E:titors of all the perindi- 
cal papers of our order, to insert the Minates and Cir- 
cularat large in their respective potlications. 

ist. Adjourned the General Convention, to be bol- 
den in Clinfon, N.Y. on the third Wednesday and 





35, 36, ** The Father loveth the Son, and hath given | Thursday iv September, 1823. 
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Prayer by our aged and much respected brother 
William Fairwell. 
HOSEA BALLOU, Moderator. 


Samorr.C. LovetanpD, 
Hosea Baruov, 2d. } Clerhe. 


CIRCULAR. 


The General Convention of Universalists, to the va- 
rious Churches and Societies in its social relation, to all 
who wish well to the cause of universal, impartial ben- 
evolence and grace, and especially to those who are em- 
ployed, by the Shepherd and Bishop of souls, to feed the 
flock of God with the bread and water of life, sends af- 
fectionate salutations of fraternal love and christian fel- 
lowship. 

BRETAREN,—On no former occasion has the Gen- 
eral Convention realized, more sensibly, occasions of 
joy and felicitation. The council was more numerous 
than usual, and the information which was obtained, 
from various parts of our highly favored country, was 
such as gave great joy of heart, comforting the brethren 
and strengthening their hands. No soover did the 
brethren come together and reciprocate the affectionate 
salutations of christian fellowship and love, than the de- 
sirable effects of a uniting spirit were visible in every 
countenance, as they were sensibly felt in every beart. 
The greatest harmony and the warmest brotherly love 
prevailed throughout the whole session, directing our 
consultations and bringing them to most happy results, 
in which the entire unanimity of the body was mani- 
fest. 

The public exercises were attended by numerous, 
crowded, and respectable assemblies, and a double por- 
‘tion of the spirit of grace and truth evidetitly possessed 
the hearts and lips of those who administered in holy 
things; and it was a most grateful sight to see the earn- 
lest and solicitots attention of congregations so numer- 
ons, to fervent prayers, supplications, intercessions, and 
| the giving of thanks for all men, which were offered to 
‘the throne of mercy, in the sanctuary, and to the doc- 
‘trine of everlasting life, which dropped like the rain, 
which distilled like the dew, like small rain upon the 

tender herb, and like showers upon the grass ; while 
| tears of gratitade,to him who loved the world and sent us 
salvation by Jesus Christ, copiously flowed from a thou- 
/eand eyes, while as many hearts were made the lively 
‘tablets of that law of love to God and man, on which 
|hang all the law and the prophets. One spirit, one 
‘mind, and one heart gave life amd energy to public de- 
yotion, and caused many te realize how good and how 
| pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwell tegether in 
‘unity. To these weighty and heart-cheering -onsid- 
erations it is but jast to add that the eobriety, decency 
and decorum which characterised the multitude, pre- 
sented a most favorable tpecimen of the effects of the 
doctrine of that grace, which embraces the eternal in- 





terest of all the ends of the earth. 
| By epistolary and oral communications information 


was obtained, that in various parts, new Societies have 
been recently formed, which are destitute of » compe- 


tent supply of publie gifts and a regular mini-try.—~ 


This circuwstance necessarily recalls to mind the words 
of the blessed Redeemer, © the horvest truly is great, 
but the laborers are few; pray ye, therefore, the Lord 
of the harvest, that be weuld send forth laborers inte 
hie harvest.”? It seems expedient that we recommend 
te our brethren, vet to despise the day of small things, 


nor neglevt atsembing themechves tog: ther for social 
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worship for want of experienced, public gifts, The 5a- 
vionr bas left us this gracious promise , ‘* Where two 
ur three are gathered together in my name, there am | 
iu the midst of them.” Live coals lose their heat by 
heing separated, but, united, they burn with increased 
fervor. Seleeted portions of the divine testimony mrs 
‘be read to great profit, and a few words offered in fer- 
vent prayer, when the heart is honest and sincere, wil] 
never be despised by him who knows the heart, because 
the petition is not framed by the scholar. Many, very 
many are the instances, in which a few sincere believ- 
ers in the impartial grace of the Saviour, have met to- 
gether iu the spirit of truth, and enjoyed far sweeter 
comforts in their humble devotions, than are tasted in 
crowded congregations, where empty eloquence lulls to 
drowsiness a fashionable, but thoughtless multitude.— 
Thesessuggestions are not designed to lessen a derire 
for public Jabors, nor to dissuade the brethren from 
earnestly coveting the best gifts ; but to incite to a due 
and proper improvement of all the means which a gra- 
cious Providence has furnished for the promotion of the 
great cause of religion, the spreed of divine truth, and 
to sweeten the enjoyment of christian devotion. There 
is, indeed, great reason for encouragement; for our 
prayers have been heard by the head of the church, 
and a goodly number of laborers have recently been 
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sent into the Saviour’s vineyard. No less than ten pro- 
mnising youths received letters of fellowship, to preach 
the glad tidings of the Saviour’s kingdom, at this ses- 
sion of the General Convention; and they are recom- 
mended to the affections and patronage of our believing 
brethren at large, and to all our Societies, our prayers 
also accompanying them, that they may be faithful and 
successful in the arduous, but delightful labors of the 
ministration of reconciliation. For our further encour- 
agement, we may notice the happy comparison between 
our present standing and our situation when some of 
our oldest public Jaborers frst commenced in the min- 
istry. Then, not more than four or five individuals 
were engaged in the ministry of universal, impartial 
grace, in our country, nor were our Societies more nu- 
wnerovs; but in the short space of twenty-five years 
marvellous things kare astonished the observing mind. 
Then was the name of a Universalist an odium, and the 
doctrine he professed denounced as a most dangerous 
heresy ; at this time it is the only prevailing doctrine, 
and is doubtless the general sentiment of enlightened 
christians throughout New-fngland, and is fast ad- 
vaneing in the south and in the west, while societies 
are every where springing up, and public laborers are 
yearly multiplied. The Lord has truly and effectually 
said to his Zion, ** lengthen thy cords, strengthen thy 
stakes, break forth on the right hand and on the left.” 

A knowledge of what has, in past ages, taken place 
in the christian world, whereby the fellowship of the 
church has been destroyed, its union broken, and divi- 
sions and animosties introduced, induces us, most af- 
fectionately and tenderly to ¢aution our brethren in the 
ministry, to direct all their energies of soul to keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace. Slight varia- 
tions of opinions, respecting matters of uncertain spec- 
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There are two very important reasons for his direet. 
| ing us to learn of bim, and also why we should, One 
Those who have just entered the vineyard of our Re- tis, because he isa teacher expressly sent by our all- wise, 
deemer, wiil accept our hearty welcome. pointed 20: loving and kind heavenly Futher; and the other js 
brethren, to Jabors of love, to crosses and lo crowns.— | that we muy find rest to ovrsouls; to which his own 
4 fervent solicitude is felt for your prosperity and use-| words bear testimony. He is the captain of our ealyg. 
fulness, and we deem it expedient to warn you against tion, the head of every man, the true Son of God, to 
the wiles of that enemy which tows discord among, whom we are to look for pure and undefiled religion, 
brethren. Having hved and received your religious’ whose erery word and deed are gospel. Then certain. 
educations in different parts of the country, and under. ly no other doctrine but such as he teaches, should we 
the instrnctions of those who perbaps differ in some unes- | be at al] induced to receive for our edification and pro- 
sential opinions, you, no doubt, way have ideas differ- | fit, or in which to confide, as being capable of render 
ing from each other; but all this may turn to your ad- | ing us consolation and support under afflictions or in 
vantage, and to the advancement of the cause of truth, | adversity. 

if yon are cautious io let no difference of opinion oper- | Whatever character he may have given to religion, 
ate to elienate your affections from each other. Be} we would consider a true ope. If he have declered 
advised, therefore, to use every possible means to har-|that to be religious is a hard, irksome and unpleasant 
monize your affections, and to strengthen your union, thing, altogether contrary to the natural course of hap- 
that you may enjoy the sweets of brotherly love, and em- piness, and a cause of much anguish and sorrow to 
brace each other in the bosom of that charity which is} man, then so we must consider it, 
the bond of perfectness. 


ed, and extend the savor of the name and doctrine of | 
Jesus to the whole heritage of the Lord. 


And on the other 
hand, if he has declared it to be of a different nature, 


That our opposers, of every class, who lavish on us calculated to render its possessor happy, such must we 
the accusation of holding to a doctrine which is licen- understand to be its true nature, for he best knows 
tious, because it embraces the whole humen family in| what it is, and whether it is calculated to give its pose 
the covenant of divine grace, may have no evil thing | Sessor pain or pleasure ; and by his words alone can we 
to say against us, let us duly regard the testimony of | be satisfied respecting his idea of this particular, Many 
an inspired apostle, who says; ‘*The grace of God | times have we had the character of religion represented 
which bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared, | to us, by those too who style themselves true and faith- 
teaching us, that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, ; ful servants of Jesus Christ; representations, which 
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this; °° far from being capable of filling the mind with joy 
present world.” The grace of ovr Lord Jesus Christ | and gladness, as a representation of its true character 
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ulations were scized on by ambitious, rival bishops, 
who loved their own aggrandizement more than the hon- 
or of the Saviour, and made the means of divisions and 
parties, which ip the room of foliowing Jesus Christ, | 
pecame the dupes of those whose ambition they were | 
devoted to maintain, The injurious consequences re- | 
sulting from these divisions are recorded in history, in | 
tines of blood, and should serve as an awful admoni- ! 
tion to us, that we never make our speculative opinions 
the bond of christian fellowship, but remember that 
even the (rue faith, being less than charity, should nev- 
er be allowed to exclude its superior, 


be with youal]. Amen. By order, 
HOSEA BALLOU, 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


“ Learn of Me.’ 


Mar. xi. 9. 

Previous to this declaration of the Saviour, he had 
been instructing his disciples on the subject of preach- 
ing the gospel. After which, he departed thence, to 
teach and to preach in their cities. 

‘* Now, when Joln bad heard in the prison the works 
of Christ he sent two of his disciples, and said unto bim, 
art (hon he that should come, or do we look for anoth- 
er? Jesus answered and said unto them, go, and shew 





John again those things which ye do hear and see :*” | 


which were his miracles and wondrous works. ‘ And, 
as they departed Jesus began to speak unto the multi- 


tudes, instructing them in various things.”? After dis- | 


coursing upon different subjects, he addresses them in 


the following manner. ‘‘ Come unto me all ye that) 


Jabor and are heavy Jaden, and I will give you rest.— 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me ; for i am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” 

The authority of Jesus Christ asa teacher sent of 


| God, that he taught nothing but what is in exact ac- 


cordance with the will and disposition of his all-wise 
Father, and that he did all things agreeably to his dic- 
tates, no christian can possibly doubt; therefore we 


| must consider him a true teacher, whom alone we 


should have for our master, example and guide, in all 
our thoughts, words and actions, and we ought sensibly 
to realize that he would by no means he disposed to in- 


struct us in any thiwg, but what should be for our 
good. 


The Savionr considered himself not the teacher of 
any particular sect or denomination exclusively, but of 
all people without distinction. When he spake the 
words, which head this article, he was addressing mu}- 


Brethren, dearly beloved in the Lord, Jet us con-|titudes, of various names and tenets. At all times 


does, fills it with despair and horror, and loads the 
heart with pain and sorrow. We are sensible what 
would be the condition of humanity were such its only 
representations, by the effects where no other are 
known ; insanity and death are the effects of those er- 
roneons representations of its character; and such will 
the consequences continue to be so long as people take 
men’s words instead of the Saviour’s, 

While men have stated that the nature of religion is 
to oppress the mind and load man with pain and sor- 
row, the blessed Saviour has declared as expressly ag 
'Jangnage could make it, that its nature is to Jessen the 

burden of man and render him happy. 

On what is religion founded ? 


It is founded upon 
love to God and man. 


Where then arises the idea that 
it is the canse of serrow and displeasure to its possessor, 
ifs it the nature of love to cause misery to those who 





|exercise it? If it be, the less we have of it the better; 
,and if so, the heart-chilling idea, which has long been 
' prevalent in the world, that our divine Fatheris dispos- 
,ed to render his dependant offspring wretched, must be 
itrue, ** for God is love.” 

But every rational individual, must be sensible that 
love by no means is calculated to be the cause of trov- 
ble, but of joy and happiness. And religion being 
founded upon this must of course be of the same nature, 
and must necessarily be the source of true bliss. Sup- 
pose we admit the idea that a person to be truly reli 
gious must deprive himself of many pleasures, which he 
might otherwise enjoy, and must pass a wretched and 
rigid life. If to be wretched, is to be religious iu this 
life, why not the samein the future? Shall that which 
cause sorrow here, cause happiness hereafter? And if 
to be happy is to be irreligious in this life, why not ia 
the future ? Shall that which causes happiness here, 
canse woe and torment hereafter? Why this change? 
What consistency is there in this reversion? In such 
management as this, where is there the least mark or 
characteristic of him, who is the ruler and governor of 
all things aud who is without variableness or shadow of 
turning? 

Maty times have we been informed that the wages of 
‘sin are pleasant, but the proof of this we have not yet 





stantly unite our fervent prayers, that the bappy union | {hose that most needed instruction, he was most ready | had, nor can we have it either from reason or seripture, 
in which we have so long prospered, and which has’ to teach. Any, who could possibly avail themselves therefore if there be any it must come from some ub- 


rendered our little band so forwidable to the common | of 4 resolution to ack of him, were sure to receife fa- known quarter. Reason bas Jong taught us that the 
chemy, may forever continue, unbrokeo and unimpair- | vor from his saving Land, 


| ways of vice are unpleasant aud disagreeable, and scrp- 
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ture unequivocally states, that “ the way of transgres- 
sors is bard,’ and that ** the wages of sin is death,” 

The God of nature could in no way be disposed to 
direct his plans so that religion would be one thing, at 
one time, aud another thing at another time. Hence 
the inconsistency of this idea, that the ways of sin are 
pleasant, and the ways of virtue unpleasant, must easi- 
ly be seen. If such had been the Saviour’s ideas of re 
ligion, never would he have commanded us to learn of 
bim, that we might Gnd rest to our sonls. 

As Christ has so expressly directed us to learn of him, 
and as we know that it is not only our great privilege 
but duty so to do, on account of his being calculated to 
jnstruct us in such things, and such ouly as are particu- 
Jarly for our good, we should comply with his requisi- 
tions, knowing that in so doing we greatly augment our 
felicity. And all such as teach in accordance with his 
doctrine, we should not hesitate to receive for our in- 
structors, but others than these we are not to counte- 
nance as teachersof the gospel. The method by which 
to determine whether they teach truly or falsely is 
plain and easy. Yor both, the doctrines of Christ and 
men, have particular characteristics by which to know 
them. The doctrine of the Saviour Jessens the burden, 
eases the yoke and gives rest to the soulofman. While 
that of man enlarges his burden, hardens his yoke and 
gives trouble to his soul. Therefore let it be our meat 
and our drink to learn of Christ, that we may “ live 
soberly, righteously and godly in this “ine wis 

{. B. C. 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





Some advantages which the doc- 
trine of Universalism possetses over all others. 


1. It is God’s will that all men should be saved. St. 
Paul says, God, our Saviour, will have ali men to be 
saved and fo come unto the knowledge of the truth. 1 
Tim. ii. 3. Wedo not read in the bible that God will 
have some men to be miserable forever; if we did, the 
ecriptures would contradict themselves. God is un- 
changeable, and therefore, will possess throughout eter- 
nity the same will that he now does. He never will 
possess a desire to make bis creatures eternally misera- 
ble. Hence we see that he does and ever will desire 
the truth of Universalism, and that only. Now how 
can we justly say that ein and misery will exist forever? 
Does God desire that which he never can have? Is his 
will never to be done? The doctrines of men do not 
harmonize with the will’ of God. God has no where 
revenled it as his will that a part of mankind shall be 
saved and a part be mizerable to all eternity. 

It will be in vain for the Calvinist to say that God has 
a secret will that some should be damned. If thisbe not 
revealed, he does not know that God has such a will, 
and he has no right, yea more, it is wicked for him to 
think so. If he knows any thing about it, it is a re- 
vealed will, and if revealed, he can shew us where. Jf 
God have a secret will, we have no right to talk, or 
think about it; the idea which is confessed, viz. that it 
is secret, proves that we know nothing about it. How 
would an officer appear dragging a criminal to the gal- 
lows whom the jury had pronounced not guilty? But 
how much worse would he appear to say that he knew 
the jury bad said that Le was not guilty, but this was 
the revealed sentence of the law, the secre/ sentence | 
was, that he was guilfy, and ought to be executed ?— 
Now is it granted that God bas revealed his will 
concerning mankind ; and this is al) that we can or 
Oughtto know. And as it is in favor of the doctrine of 
Universalisew, we consider it as one of the advantages 
which this doctrine possesses over all others. 

II. Jesus Christ died to save all men. Paul says, 
“ Christ Jesus gave himselfa ransom for all to be testi- 
Ged in due time.” 1 Tim. ii. 5,6. Our Saviour says, 
** God sent not bis Son into the world to condemn the 





‘ 


‘presume however not very well. 


world, but thal the world through him wught be saved.”’ 
John iii, 17. Our Saviour also says, ** | came down 
from hearen to do the will of him who sent me.” John 
vii. 38. We have before shown that ** God will have 
all men (o be saved.” Now we no where read thet 
Christ died for the elect only, nor for believers only, 
nor for christians only. The advocates of the doctrines 
of partial salvation cannot prove from the scriptures 
that Christ is a partial Saviour. But we ean read, and 
they too, if they will, ** that the Father seni the Son to 
be the Saviour of ihe world.” 1 Johni. 14. That **the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us ail.” Isa. liii. 
6. That ‘* God hath highly exalted him, end given 
him a name which is above every name; that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should. bow, of things in hear- 
en, and things in earih, and things under ihe earth ; 
and that every longue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” Phil. ii, 9—11. 
if God had delermined not to save all men, why did he 
send ‘* bis Son to be the Saviour of the world?” or if 
he knew that all never would be saved, why did he in- 
spire the apostle Paul to tell us ** that every knee 
should bow to Christ, and every tongue confess bim 
Lord?’ It is reasonable that our Saviour will do as 
much as he can towards the accomplishment of the 
purpose he came to perform, and as in him all fulness 


dwells, we do not doubt that he wil] perform the work 
he came to do. 


II}. It agrees with all God’s werks in nature. The 
advocate for God's impartial grace and salvation can- 
not but esteem this as one of the greatest advantages 
which this doctrine possesses over all others. Did the 
Sun shine only upon a part of the human race, and did 
the gentle showers benefit only a favored few, he would 
contend in vain for the truth of thiedoctrine. But it is 
the reverse, He kuows that the Sum shines upon the 
evil and good, and that the rain falls upon the just and 
unjust; and he can remember that the blessed Saviour 
used these emblems to eonvince us of the impartiality 
of God. Where in the whole range of God’s works in 
nature are the manifestations of that wisdom whieh 
formed the Calvinistic decree of election and reproba- 
tion? Does God manifest himself to us as a partial be- 
ing? No; and nothing represents him as such but the 
wisdom of this world. Where do we find evidence of 
the existence of that indifference in our heavenly Fath- 
er which was the cause of his leaving our eternal state 
at our own disposal, weak, short-sighted and erring 
creatures as we are, and this too, when be knew that 
we should be infinite losers by it? We find it neither 
in nature nor the seriptures. - ‘These both teach us, that 
‘* the Lord is good to all, and that his tender wercies 
are over all his works.”? The opposers of universalism 
never make use of these works of nature to prove their 
doctrines ; and the reason is they will not anewer their 
purpose. How successful would they be, were 
they to appeal to that sum which shines on al, and 
those showers which fall upon all, to prove that 
God had elected some to his favor, at.d reprobated the 
rest to his wrath and eternal displeasure? They will 
not do this: they have something in view different 
from what our Saviour had, when he appealed tothe sun 
and rain as his witnesses. 

IV. It is the only doctrine that the laws of God and 
man will permit us to practice. How its opposers will 
like this declaration we will not pretend to say; we 
They have so long 
contended that the doctrine of universalism is licen- 
tious, that they will not wish to believe that they cap- 
not cease from acting upon the principle of this duc- 
trine without doing wrong. . Some of our opposers con- 
tend that God elected some to his favor aud eternal 
life, and reprobated others to his wrath forever and ever. 
Will it do for us to act upon this principle? No, Do 
the preachers of this doctrine wish parents to be kind, 





merciful, and good toa part of their children, and} 
wrathful, partial and unjast to the rest?) Would they 
be glad to have the rulere of our country make such | 


distinctions among their constituents? loving a part and 
hating the rest withoat any regord to their moral char- 
acter? executing some murderers and saving the rest 
from the penalty of the law? imprisoning some crimi- 
nals and letting the rest go free? Do they ask me if I 
think they wish to have this done, | cheerfully answer 
them no. I do not believe that they are so wicked ¢ 
and I will add that | am immeasurably surprised thet 
they have advocated a doctrine which represents 
our heavenly Father as acting in this manner.— 
They are not pleased with the principles of this doctrine 
themselves; if they were they would recommend it to 
their bearers to govern their actions by. But surely, 
neither the laws of God por man will permit us to do 
this. 

Why do not those who call universalism a licentious 
doctrine, pretend to explain the mystery why the prin- 
ciple which a licentious doctrine ascribes to the Deity 
is the only one upon which we can act and do right ? 
Why do they not say, fathers, | charge you not to treat 
all your children alike: I charge you to do well by 
some, and to use the rest like brutes, without any re- 
spect to their moral character, if you would imitate the 
God we worship. Because the laws of God and mun 
forbid snch conduct. Why do they not tell how it is 
licentious for a father to act for the good of al) his 
children, and serve them al] alike? Why will they 
not explain to us how it is lieentious for us to believe 
and know, that our heavenly Father is acting for the 
final good of all mankind? They pretend to believe 
that he is doing thus, but they think it will be danger- 
ous for us to believe that his purposes will eventuate in 
producing the highest good of the human race. Why 
will they net attempt to tell us then, for this appears to 
be the present difficulty, how it is licentious for us to 
believe that God will do righi ? 

But again ; if the Calvinistio doctrine of election and 
reprobation be true, we cannot be perfect, as our Fath- 
er in heaven is perfect, without disobeying his laws.—- 
He conducts upon a principle that he will not allow us 
as a ground of action, and yet commands us to be like 
him as far as our powers will permit. His goodnes+ 
is recognized as wickedness by all just laws in the uni- 
verse; and when we act as this doctrine maintains that 
he does, love, mercy, justice, yea, every thiug that is 
really good will be banished from it. 

The laws of God and man require us tobe impar- 
tially good; and therefore, the doctrine of impertia! 
goodness is the only one’ that they will permit us to 
practice. 

V. Its enemies very seldom argue against it. It fe 
acknowledged that they say it is licentious and natrue; 
but what of that? they have not proved it. ‘They very 
seldom presume to engage in argument. They will ge 
round and whisper in the ears of females and children, 
and this is the most they do to confute the doctrine. — 
Tlow many times have they been called upon, and in- 
treated and.plead with to answer questions and reason 
with the advocates of universalism! But they will not 
doit. What is the ceuse of these things? They must 
be either too proud, or too fearful, perhaps both. They 
say that we are beneath their notice, that they dirdain 
to argue with us, which manifests their pride ; ond 
their silence when they are violently attacked with 
weapons mighty through God, when they are perplex- 
ed and grievously exarperated, proves that they are too 
fearful. And yet they pretend to be awfully necoonty- 
ble to God for what they do; they say that the blooe 
of the souls of their charge which are bost will be found 
upon their garments, and they think they have a realia- 
ing sense of a future judgment, at which {they shall be 
sentenced according to their present faithfulness, And 
will not these things make them perform their duty ?— 


[Under these circumstonces, will they permit the enemy 


to kill their sentinels, to come vj. in their tents and still 


he inactive? If they wil] do this and are not before 
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unwilling to meet bis enemies face to face, to expore 
their errors, and to preach to them the truth. He 
never would permit a person to be beneath his notice 
who was preaching falsehood, and injuring his cause. 
Vi. It fills the mind with joy and peace. St. Peter 
says, ** believing we rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory.” The believer of God's universal grace 
and salvation can look around upon his relatives and 
friends, yea, all mankind, considering them to be the 
children of God's covenant, and the heirs of his pro- 
mises; and these considerations, produced by this doc- 
trine, will never fuil of dispelling all unnecessary doubts 
and fears, of filling his mind with needed peace and 
wholesome joy. A strong confidence in God's good- 
ness, and consequently, a sweet reconciliation to his 
providence, will enable him to enjoy himself in this life, 
and give him an enliyening hope fora better. But 
such things as these the doctrine of eternal misery can- 
not do: it possesses no such advantages. It is a contin- 
nal source of sorrow and despair. He that believes it, 
if he ever thinks of his Moker, must do it with great 
abhorrence. He has go just grounds of hope fer bim- 
seli, or any one else. How many has this doctrine 
driven to despair? of how many premature deaths has 
it been the sole cause? Has it not made its blinded 
votaries murder their felatives, their children, yea, ev- 
en themselves? How many has it made curse the day 
on which they were born, the Being who created them, 
and she who bare them! Blessed Jesus, this is not thy 
doctrine. Thou didst not die to sen’ such a curse a- 
mongst us. O! may the gracious words which proceed- 
ed out of thy mouth be a source of comfort to all man- 
kind, and a sovereign remedy for these alarming evils. 
Reader, you see what advantages truth possesses.— 
There is one more, viz. it cannot be overthrown, Not all 
the powers of hell, can sully ite brightness, or weaken 
its efficacy. It will continue to develope its universal 
power, and extead its beneficial influence, until every 
human being shall see its glory, and be ravished with 
ite endearing charms. RICHARDS, 





—— 2 0o——— 


Trom the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer, 


ANOTHER VICTIM 
To the Doctrines of Endless Torture ! 


A Mrs. Beach, wife of Mr. Elmatban Beach, of Ham- 
ilton, N. Y. pntan end to her existence on Monday 
the 2d inst. by hanging herself in the barn. It appears 
that Mr. and Mrs. Beach had formerly been members 
of the Presbyterian church, prior to their removal to 
Hamilton. For some reason they had not seen fit to 
unite themselves with the church in that place. Some- 
time last spring they were visited by the Presbyterian 
clergyman, who, in a very severe manner, reprehended 
Mrs. B. for not uniting with the church, and held up 
bis doctrine of election, eternal misery, &c. in such a 
manner as to alar@ her very much. This alarm was 
kept up by a very pious family, living near, until Mrs. 
B. became disturbed in mind with the dreadful appre- 
bension of eternal dameation. She at length conclud- 
ed she was given wp to reprobate mind, and given over 
to the devil. —She knew the devil would have her soul, 
&e. In this state of mental derangement, she took ad- 
vontage of the absence of ber husband, who had gone 
ashort distance from the honse, fled to the barn, and 
with a silk handkerchief tied ta the ladder on the side 
of the hay mow, she destroyed herself—furnishing 
another evidence of the horrid effects of Calvinism. 


_ Aman that does the best he can, does ail that he 
Ri thould do. 
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Questions to Calvinists. 


1, Can a person be willing to be damned, without 
‘being willing to be wicked, and unreconciled to God, 
ito all eternity ? 

9. Can a person be willing to be damned, and yet 
be resigned tothe will of God, whose wil is that all 
mankind should be saved, and come to the knowledge 


| of the truth? 
3. If it is God's wil] that all men should be saved ; 


can his will be done if any are lost? 

4. Ifhe determined not to save all men; why is he 
called the Saviour of all men? 

5. Ifthe strict justice of God, requires the endless 
damnation of mankind; why had net men onght to be 
willing to be damned? J, M. C. 
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Some observations on the moral 
tendency of different systems of doctrine. 


There is scarcely any thing more common, than for 
professors of any particular creed to oppose other doc- 
trines with the assertion, that they are of an immoral 
tendency. Recriminations of this sort are brought into 
use by preachers. They tell their hearers, that such a 


one creed are contending for this, those of the faith, 
thus criminuted, are equally busy and earnest in throw- 
ing the odivm back on the faith of their opposers ; and 
this Glthy club, in hands equally as unclean, is burled 
in every direction, and no denomination is spared, and 
there are scarcely any who are sparing. 

Perhaps this carnal weapon has been used against ne 
denomination more than against the Universalists ; all 
other persuasions having united their strength to drive 
this battering-ram, with all possible dexterity and force, 
against a doctrine which embraces all denominations as 
the subjects of the divine favor. 

The writer of these observations deeply regrets, that 
faithfulness to the cause of truth compels him to be fur- 
ther particular in these preliminary remarks, but it hav- 
ing of late become common for those Universaliste, 
who profess to believe in a future state of retribution, 
to contend that a disbelief of this article of faith is of an 
immoral tendency, itseems as necessary to understand 
the merits of the assertion, when urged by this class of 
christians, as when it is used by other denominations. 

Now as time and experience have furnished ample 
materials for a clear illustration of the real merits of this 
subject, it seems a pity that people should spend their 
time and their breath ina labor which can never a- 
mount to any thing more than a manifestation of a bit- 
ter spirit, and a confession that they are not able, by 
fair argument, to refute a doctrine which they are wil- 
ling to stigmatize. 

When Calvinists contend, that Arminian doctrine 
tends to exalt the creature, and to fill the soul with 
pride ; and that this self-exaltation and pride of heart 
is impiety towards God, and that it is sure to work its 
poison into common life, and render its possessor im- 
moral, they forget that Arminian christians are as pious 
and as mora] as themselves. On the other hand, when 
Arminians are pleading against the Calvinists, and 
arguing, that the belief, that God has foreordained 
whatsoever Comes to pass, and has elected some to ev- 
erlasting life, and reprobated others to endless woe, 
tends torender people careless. about their spiritual bee 
terest, as they can alter nothing by taking thought ; 
and also to take off restraints from vicious inclinations, 
as nothing which they can do will affect their eternal 
state, they do not stop to ask the questions, whether 
Calvinists are not as thoughtful about their spiritual 
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doctrine leads-to licentiousness; and while those of | 














concerns as Arminiuns are, nor whether they are not us 


| moral a people. 

So likewise, while both Calvinists and Arminians 
unite to cry out against Universalism, and say, if all 
/men are to be saved, it is no matter what we do; if we 
| believed this doctrine we would never go to meeting to 
| worship God, we would never read the scriptures, we 

would never pray, but would blaspheme, lie, steal, get 
drank, rob and murder, their zeal, which is not ac- 
|cording to knowledge, drives them so rapidly in the 
! dark, that they never stop to ask themselves whether 
Universalists do not go to meeting as much as any de- 
nomination, whether they are not as well read in the 
scriptures as any people in christendom, whether it be 
certain that they are not as attentive to the Closet, ace 
cording to the Saviour’s directions, as themselves ; nor 
do they ask whether Universalists blacpheme, lie, steal, 
get drunk, rob and murder more than those who be- 
lieve in eternal misery, And now, after Universalists 
who profess to believe that there will be an end to the 
torments of hell, and that, although ages of dreadful 
misery may be numbered to the wicked, in the world 
to come, yet all will be saved at last, have been abun- 
dantly denounced as holding.a most licentious doc- 
(rine, and after they have endeavoured to repel this 
charge by all the arguments within their reach, they 
are-now disposed to join with their adversaries in con- 
tending, that the doetrine which does not carry the re- 
wards of virtue and the punishments of vice into the fu- 
, ture world is an immoral doctrine. “And as they imi- 
tate the example of their adversaries in this, so do they 
likewise, in that they do not consider the question 
whether they are a whit better moralists than their 
brethren whom they condemn. 

The foregoing observations, on matters of real fact, 
seem to invite the candid mind, which indulges not the 
spirit of recrimination, but which desires to cherish im- 
partial investigation, to inquire what the real causes of 
virtue and vice are. 

With much solicitude, has the writer of these obser- 
vations, endeavoured to satisfy bis own mind, on the 
|above question; and after trying it in a variety of 
shapes, and after bringing together as many circum- 
stances as was convenient to assist in the conclusion 
the result is this; a belief, a realizing belief, that the 
happiness of man, in the present life, depends on his 
obedience to the requirements of virtue, is of the most 
moral tendency ; while a contrary belief is geuerally 
attended with a contrary effect. H. B. 
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MARRIED, 


In this City, by the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, M 
; Sag Cabal - Samuel 

Mason, printer, of Wilmington, Del. -— 
Crocker, of this city. Bent ee 8 ee 

On Thursday evening last, by the Rev. D 
Robert Ralston, Esq. of Philadelphia, to pelt oung- 
est caughter of the late Kirk Boott, Esq. Pe. 

On Sunday evening, by the Rev. M 
Richard J. Walker to Mise Elizabeth S. aco _ 

Mr. Sylvester Bowker to Miss Loniss 8, Whiton 

By the Rev. Mr. Wisner, Rev. John Wheeler, of 
Windsor, Vt. to Miss Sarah Ann Hopkins, of this cily. 


Freeman, 














DIED, 
In this Cily, Mr. Joseph T. Blanchard, aged 49, 
On Saturday last, Hannah Davis Williams, youn rest 

child of Daniel Weld, age ad 28 months, : ge 
Ou Saturday morning, Cayoline Amanda 

; . ae ’ é aged ve 

est child of Mr. William W. Blake. hs Atle cia 

On Sunday wornine, Henry Farris, con of Mrs. Cath- 
erine Condon, aged 9 years. 

In Medford, om Friday evening last, Charlotte Ad- 

ams, eldest daughter of Nathan Adams, Esq. aged 23 
In Dorchester, Mrs. Margaret Hall, widow of the 

Jate Stephen Hall, Psq. aged 79. 

In Milton, Deacon Ieaae Tucker, aged 38 

At Bramwtree, Mrs. Lucinda Smith Tha ' 

on . . eg ‘ ie ) r eg 
wile of Ebenezer Francis T. Esq. yer, aged 38, 
At Beverly, on Sunday evening last, Josiah Gonld 

Esq. agen 57, Cashier of Beve rly Bank. m 
In Charleston, S.C. on the 10th ult. Mr, Theodore 

Tuttle, aged 19, oon of Air. Daniel Tutue, of this city. 
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